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Meet Your Leaders in Training 
By Izai Mehciz, Isabel Sheppeck, and Erin Tracey 

We want you to meet the new Leaders In 
Training (LIT). We thought you might want to 
learn a bit about what they do so, we asked 
their leader, Mr. Bautista, some background 
questions to the scoop on the jobs. Here are 
his answers: 

 
Q1: How did you pick 
the LITs? 
All LITs have to fill out 
an application 
explaining why they 
want to be a Leader In 
Training. There are six 
questions that help me 
learn more about each 
student that’s applying. 

An example of a question is, “What does it 
mean to be a BCCS student?” I spend an 
entire Sunday reading over all of the 
applications. Reading them is the easiest part 
but picking is by far the hardest. I end up 
rereading applications multiple times to get the 
number down to 15. Once I narrow it down, I 
email Ms. Smith and teachers for support in my 
final selection. Ms. Smith and teachers send 
me qualities of students that I may not know as 
well, and 5th grade teachers remind me of 
things students did well and things they could 
improve on. There are always great candidates 
with detailed applications but unfortunately I 
can only have 10-12 LITs. 

 
Q2: What are some of the responsibilities 
an LIT has to uphold? 
LITs have different jobs around the school. 
There are students in charge of the green 

folders, others in charge of recycling, and 
some even help beautify the school. The job 
that is not behind the scenes is when they help 
me run an assembly. 
 
Q3: Is there anything you think the LITs will 
find challenging?   
Our BCCS LITs were all chosen because they 
want to improve as leaders. I believe the most 
challenging part of being an LIT is always 
remembering that others are looking at you. 
For example, it is easy to become a little silly in 
an assembly when you’re in front of the entire 
lower school. I always remind LITs that it is a 
privilege to be an LIT and many 6th graders 
want to be in their shoes. If LITs are not 
demonstrating our core values they receive a 
warning and if it continues they are stripped 
from their LIT title.  
 
Now let's get into the LITs responses to some 
of our questions about their jobs. 
 
LIT Interview - Lucy Elliffe 

 
Q1: How did you feel 
when you got chosen 
to be a Leader in 
Training? 
I felt really happy and 
excited because last year 
I used to always see the 
LITs at assembly saying 
the merit auction prizes 

and I just knew that I wanted to do that.  
 
Q2: How do you feel about the 
responsibilities of being an LIT? 
My favorite responsibility of being an LIT is 
being able to help my community.  
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Q3: What is your favorite thing about being 
an LIT? 
My favorite thing is being able to talk in front of 
the students of Boston Collegiate Charter 
School and help others.  
 
Q4: What is your favorite thing about being 
a BCCS student? 
My favorite thing about being a BCCS student 
is being able to get the help I need to be able 
to succeed further on in life. 
 
LIT Interview - Jackson Walsh 

 
Q1: How did you feel 
when you got chosen to 
be a Leader in Training? 
I feel good about it but I 
feel like everyone else who 
tried also did well. 
 
Q2: How do you feel 
about the responsibilities 

of being an LIT? 
I think the responsibilities will be challenging 
but I have to take them on anyway. 
 
Q3: What is your favorite thing about being 
an LIT? 
My favorite thing is probably going on the field 
trips after every quarter. 
 
Q4: What is your favorite thing about being 
a BCCS student? 
I think the best part of BCCS are the people. I 
mean my friends and teachers. 
 
We hope you learned something important 
about our LITs. Be sure to thank them if you 
see them in the hall! 
 

Q & A with Mr. Brown 
By Zahra McGill, Aziah Perreira, and Sammie 

Wynn 

 
Mr. Brown is a teacher 
who some of you might 
know from after school 
last year. He is a very 
popular teacher too. 
We chose to interview 
him so that we could all 
learn some more about 
him and his goals. Also, 
we wanted to learn 
about how much he has accomplished so far! 
 
Q1: When you were a student at BCCS, 
what was your favorite subject and why? 
My favorite subject was math because these 
teachers, Mr. Brown and Ms. Adam, made the 
subject fun to learn. I started as a student at 
BCCS in 2008 when I started 5th grade. 

 
Q2: Who was your favorite teacher at BCCS 
growing up and why? 
My favorite teacher was Ms. JB because, even 
though math was my favorite subject, she was 
tons of fun and very trustworthy. 

 
Q3: When did you start dancing and how 
did you get into it? 
I started dancing when I was 7. There was a 
show that I used to watch called America’s 
Best Dancers. 

 
Q4: Why do you like art? 
I enjoy  art because I like having a place where 
I can be creative without judgement. 
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Q5: What college did you go to, and why did 
you pick that college? 
The college that I went to was UMass Boston. I 
chose to go to UMass Boston because it was 
in my budget. 
 

 
 

Q6: What was your major and your minor? 
My major is Mechanical Engineering and I am 
thinking about getting a minor in Business. 

 
Q7: Why did you choose to work at BCCS? 
I chose to work at BCCS because I knew a lot 
of people and students. Also, I was 
comfortable here and the school is close to my 
college. 
 
Q8: If you had to teach a subject at BCCS, 
what subject would you teach and why? 
My top three choices would be a PE teacher 
because that's one of the things I am most 
comfortable with. An art teacher would be my 
second choice because I love it and it helps me 
go to my comfort place. For my last choice I 
would choose math because it was one of my 
favorite subjects when I was growing up. 

 
Q9: If you weren’t working at BCCS, what 
would be your dream job? 
My dream job is to be a car designer, which I 
am working to now. 
 

 
BCCS 2019-20 Calendar 

By Kate Hagenbuch and Aidan Hegarty 

This year, there will be many activities, 
grade reports, full and half days, and breaks. 
Some days are great, and some days aren’t 
the best. This is a calendar you can check for 
specific events.You could look online, but this 
is also a great resource.  
 

Here is a preview of the year: 
 

Tea Time Tuesdays: Tea Time 
Tuesdays are on Tuesdays (no surprise). You 
can go to the library to get tea (bring your own 
mug) and to read your DEAR book. 
Sometimes, Tea Time Tuesdays are only for a 
specific group of people, for example, 
sometimes only people in 6th grade can go to 
Tea Time Tuesdays. It is on every Tuesday 
unless said on the announcements.   
 

 
Library visits: Library visits happen in 

Focus (Period 7). They’re on Tuesdays or 
Wednesdays, depending on your advisory and 
grade (5th grade one week and 6th grade 
another). You and your class get to go in the 
library to learn and talk about a certain topic 
that is related to the library. Usually, different 
advisories go on different days. 
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End of quarters: October 25, 2019 is 
the end of the First Quarter. January 10, 2020 
is the end of the Second Quarter. March 27, 
2020 is the end of the Third Quarter. Finally, 
the end of the Fourth Quarter is on June 17, 
2020 if there are no snow days (the last day of 
school is a half day).  
 

Days off: We have days off because of 
national holidays, snow or heat days, or 
professional development. Sometimes, days 
off double for family conference day. Here are 
the established days off: 11/7/19 (also family 
conferences), 11/11/19, 1/23/20 (also family 
conferences), 4/9/20 (also family conferences), 
4/10/20, and 5/25/20. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

½ days: ½ days are because we are 
going into a break or for professional 
development. Here is a list of the currently 
confirmed ½ days: 11/27/19, 2/27/20, and 
6/5/20. 

 
Report cards: Report cards are our 

final grades at the end of each quarter and 
they also determine if we get honor roll or not. 
On November 5th we have our first report card. 
On January 21 we have our 2nd report card. 
On April 7th we have our third report card. 
Finally, we have our 4th grade report mailed 
home during summer vacation.  

 
Breaks: We usually have breaks, or 

“recesses,” in unison with the public school 
system. These are the planned breaks this 
year: Nov 28 - 29, Thanksgiving Break; Dec 23 
- Jan 3, Winter Break; Feb 17 - 21, February 
Break; and finally, Apr 20 - 24, Spring Recess. 
Also, the tentative (if there are no snow days) 
start of summer vacation is June 17. 
 

Merit Auctions: Merit auctions are 
events where you can spend your merits on 
prizes like hats, shirts, supplies, Dunkin 
Donuts, and even themed socks but you have 
to battle people with all your merits to get the 
prizes. Our next merit auction is on December 
16th. Then, the third auction is on February 
3rd. After that, we have another merit auction 
on May 27. Finally, the last merit auction is on 
June 15th. 
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Sunflower the Moose 
By Shannon Durant, Jason Mendez, and Aimy 

Nguyen 

It all started when I was grazing in my 
meadow surrounded by beautiful pine trees. I 
was munching on some amazing grass and 
colorful flowers when it happened. Two 
humans in beige uniforms came and before I 
knew it, I was sleeping like a calf again. A few 
hours later, I woke up in the back of a moving 
van with only small windows for a light source. 
I looked out one of the windows and I saw a 
big green sign that read “Boston.” At that 
moment I realized that I was no longer in 
Maine. I was so stressed out and hungry that I 
fell asleep again.  

Then about three hours later, I woke up 
again but I was on the hard cement! For a few 
seconds my vision was blurry but once 
everything came into focus, I was so scared! I 
started running and running until I felt like all 
four of my legs would fall off. The sun was 
setting and the sky was turning orange and a 
pale pink. It was only then that it occurred to 
me that I needed a place to sleep so I walked 
into the backyard of the closest house. This 
one I liked because it was my favorite color, 
purple! I made myself comfortable under a tree 
and was asleep once again.  

    I was exhausted. I couldn't even 
remember if I was alive or not. I woke up 
wondering where I was. Grass!!! I know this is 
kind of weird that I care about food more than 
where I currently am but okay. I started eating 
just a little bit of grass, then I was full. A 
moment later, a gorgeous woman walked out 
from the sliding door looking confused.  

“Why is my backyard like this? My 
backyard was full of grass, and look what 
happened to it now,’’ the woman said. 

An odd looking man came out of the 
house and asks, “What are you complaining 
about?’’ 

“Seriously? You don’t see any 
changes?’’ the woman said. 

“Erica! Did you do this?’’ the man said.  
Ohhhhhhh, so that’s her name! All of a 

sudden, she turned in my direction and 
stopped. 

“Oh my gosh!’’ Erica shouted. “There is 
a moose in our backyard!’’ 

Since that day, we became best friends. 
I swear sometimes her husband is even 
jealous of us. Bad for him, yay for me. 
 

 
 

Continued on the next page → → →  
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One day Erica saw that there was a 
sunflower seed spitting contest. She thought 
that she should put me in that contest. She 
went straight home to tell me the news. When I 
heard the news I was so excited I went straight 
to the backyard to practice sunflower seed 
spitting. It is way harder than it sounds!  

I got a target and some sunflowers. I 
practiced and practiced till I hit the target 100 
times. I missed 99 shots and only hit 1. I kept 
practicing and practicing.  

The next day was the sunflower seed 
spitting contest. I thought I was ready. We got 
in Erica’s red honda and went to the contest. 
When we got there, there were only 8 
contestants. We signed up and went to our 
stable and waited. 

Two mooses went up and we waited for 
all of them to go. Then it was my turn. I got 10 
in my mouth and won because I was the first 
one to hit 10 shots. I beat everyone except 
Aziah the moose.  

The finals were the first one to hit 100. I 
grabbed ten more sunflower seeds and hit the 
targets every time back to back to back and 
won. Erica was so happy. The judges asked 
what my name was and Erica said, 
“Ummmmmmm… Sunflower.”  From then on, I 
was known as Sunflower the Moose. 

 
The End 

 
… “MOOOOOOOOOOO.” 

 

 

 

 

 

Meet our 6th grade reporters! 

Did you know…Zahra McGill has an 
older brother (and she thinks he is 
very annoying)? 

Did you know...Aziah Perreira is a really 
good singer who got second place at the 
talent show last year? 

Did you know…Isabel Sheppeck is 
allergic to red dye? 

Did you know…Izai Mehciz is Cape 
Verdean, not Dominican? 

Did you know...Naomi Thomasson’s 
family is from Pennsylvania? 

Did you know…Jason Mendez is really 
active in his community? 

Did you know…Aimy Nguyen loves 
singing? 

Did you know...Shannon Durant’s 
birthday is on Christmas Eve? 

Did you know…Aidan Hegarty went to 
summer camp in Rutland, MA for a 
week this summer? 

Did you know…Kate Hagenbuch 
once moved 5 times in the span of 
only 3 weeks? 

Did you know...Sammie Wynn has a dog 
and she really loves her niece? 

Did you know…Erin Tracey plays goalie 
in soccer but does not like it? 
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Do you want to join the newsletter? 
Come be a part of our crew! 

- We will meet during 7th period 
on Fridays starting in quarter 2. 

- We are looking for hard-working, 
responsible reporters who love to 
write. 

- We are looking for both 5th and 
6th graders! 

 

If you are interested in joining, fill out the 
information below, rip off this back page, 
and leave it for Ms. Hafferkamp in the 
5th grade late bin: 

Name: __________________________ 

 

Advisory:________________________ 

 

Why do you want to be on the 
newsletter? 

________________________________  

________________________________  

________________________________  

________________________________  

________________________________  

________________________________  

________________________________  

________________________________  


