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Black History Month 
By Nevaeh Leslie, Ronan Mitchell, and Jorge 

Orellana, Jr. 

Black History Month is an annual celebration of 
achievements by African Americans and a time 
for recognizing the central role of blacks in US 
history. How we celebrate Black History Month 
is by remembering the important contributions 
and achievements of African Americans 
throughout our nation's history. Some 
examples are Martin Luther King, Jr. and Rosa 
Parks who changed how we see or notice 
black Americans.  

Here at BCCS, we celebrated by having 
a presentation honoring black heroes. We also 
had trivia questions in the morning about black 
history. Here are some interviews with some 
people who organized and participated in the 
Black History Month presentation. 

 
Interview with Mr. Felisbert, 6th grade teacher 
and one of the organizers of the Black History 
Month presentation, by Nevaeh Leslie   
 
Q.What do you know about Black History 
Month? 
A: I know that it's a celebration about Black 
History through art, stories, history, and it tells 
us about US history from an African American 
perspective. 
 
Q. What inspired you to be the leader of the 
Black History Month presentation? 
A: It was an opportunity to involve students and 
teachers at BCCS in working together and 
celebrating black heritage.  

 
 
 

Q. What is your favorite part about this month?  
A: Learning new things about influential black 
leaders.  

 
Q. Who are you inspired by that is a part of 
Black History Month? 
A: I’m inspired by my teachers Mrs. Pettaway 
and Ms. Wright who are black female 
educators who taught me.  

 
Q. What is one part of Black History Month do 
you like? 
A: Seeing the progress that African Americans 
have made in our country fighting for our rights 
and driving thought and innovation in 
technology like the computers in Hidden 
Figures . 

 
Q. Do you like the idea of Black History Month?  
A: Having a month to shine a light on our 
contributions to a society is very important and 
conversations we can have everyday. 
  
Q. If you can change anything about Black 
History Month what would it be? 
A: To hear about more ideas students have for 
celebrating Black History Month. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Continued on next page →  
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Interview With Smith Bowden, 5th grade 
student, by Jorge Orellana, Jr.  

 
Q: What inspired you to join the Black History 
Month presentation, and what was your role? 
A: The step team  
 

 
 
Q: If you could have done anything else than 
what you did, what else would you do? 
A: Poetry/Rap 
 
Q: What does Black History Month mean to 
you? 
A: Celebrating lives of black people that made 
changes in our life 
 

 
 

Interview with Anaya Paul, 6th grade student, 
by Ronan Mitchell 
 
Q: What does Black History Month mean to 
you? 
A: A history of strong black Americans  
 
Q: What are you doing to celebrate Black 
History month? 
A: I’m living my life. 
 
Q: What is the school doing for Black History 
month? 
A: We are doing a show. 
 
Q:  How does your own family celebrate Black 
History month? 
A: We just live life. 
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No Recess? 
By Aziah Perreira and Isabel Sheppeck 

According to multiple websites, teachers, and 
students, there are pros and cons of recess. 
One major pro is when kids are playing, they 
are exercising their bodies. This is important 
for kids’ health. Exercising and playing outside 
also helps students get their energy out so they 
won’t be running around the class and 
screaming. Some teachers might find this 
annoying! Another pro is recess helps children 
learn lessons about leadership, cooperation, 
friendship and teamwork. Recess also helps 
kids get out energy better than brain breaks. In 
fact, most brain breaks last 2-5 minutes, while 
on the other hand most teachers at BCCS 
believe that recess should be about 30-40 
minutes long.  

However, there are also cons to recess. 
One example of a con is that bullying can start 
and build up on playgrounds or in other spaces 
during recess. Problems and issues also tend 
to occur. That is a bad thing, obviously, 
because you don't want students moping 
around sad because they've just been bullied. 
Another con is that teachers will have to go in 
and out of the building for students to get water 
and go to the bathroom. 

We interviewed Ms.Smith, our principal, 
on her ideas about recess.  
 
Q. If BCCS had recess, where and when would 
it take place? 
 
A. We used to have recess at BCCS a number 
of years ago! It took place after lunch in the 
multipurpose room. Because it was such a 
small space, we could only have two advisories 
down at a time. It was fun! 

 
Q. How long would recess last? 
 
A. Recess used to last 25 minutes. If we had a 
playground and I had the ability to lengthen the 
school day, I’d make recess 45 minutes so kids 
could really run around and play. 
 
Q. Would you 
consider 5th and 6th 
grade recess? 
 
A. It’s something I 
keep thinking about. I would love to have 
recess if we can change the schedule and if we 
had a space to have recess where everyone 
can play each day. 
 
Q. What would the outdoor rules be?  
 
A. The outdoor recess rules would be to play 
safe, respect others, and have fun! 
 
Q. What would you do if the weather was bad?  
  
A. If the weather was poor, we could play in the 
basement or in advisories. 
 
Q. What activities would you want to see 
during recess and why? 
 
A. I’m a big basketball fan, so I’d love to have a 
playground with a hoop. But tag or any running 
game would be great. 
 

In conclusion, recess is something 5th 
and 6th graders should have, and most 
teachers agree. Recess is healthy for kids, it 
creates fewer headaches for teachers, and 
even our principal wants it to happen. So, 
who’s with us?! 
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An Interview with Ms. Chavez 
By Aneesah Edwards, Izzy Murray, and Sammie 

Wynn 

Ms. Chavez is the new math teacher at BCCS. 
Ms. Chavez sometimes teaches all advisories 
but sometimes only teaches three advisories. 
Her advisory is UConn, and she is also one of 
the staff leaders for Sole Train. Here are some 
questions that we asked Ms. Chavez for you 
students. If there are other questions that we 
did not ask, you can ask her in the hallway or 
go to UConn on your free time to ask her. 
 

 
 
Q: When there is not Sole Train do you run on 
your own?  
A: Yes.I do like to run on my own. I also like to 
hike and I really love nature. 
  
Q: How many kids run Sole Train?  
A: Around 45 kids.  
 
 
 
 

Q: Do you like doing Sole Train?  
A: Yes because as a math teacher, I don't get 
to talk about anything except for math. When 
we do Sole Train, I get to bond and talk about 
off-math conversations.  
 
Q: Does it depend on the weather to do Sole 
Train? 
A: Yes, it does depend on the weather 
because we don't run in snow/rain/cold 
weather and over 90 degree weather.  
 
Q: How far does Sole Train run?  
A: On an average we run 3-4 laps on the track. 
One student walks around 1 mile. 
 
Q: What school did you teach at before BCCS?  
A: I taught at Guilmette and I taught 4th grade 
but only in the summer. 
 
Q: Do you like working at BCCS?  
A: I like BCCS because I like what it stands for. 
BCCS embraces diversity. 
  
Q: What was your favorite subjects in 5th and 
6th grade? 
A: My favorite subject was math.  
 
Q: Where and when you were born?  
A: I was born in Peru and I was born on 
October 12th. 
  
Q: Who inspired you to become a math 
teacher?  
A: Mr. Moffett inspired me because he was a 
math teacher and was a good teacher to me. 

 

 



BCCS Lower School News 
Issue #3 April 2019 
 

Avocado’s Way Home 
By Shannon Durant, Aidan Hegarty, and Zahra 

McGill 

Hi, I am a sloth and my name is umm… Hey! 
Maybe YOU can give me a name! I have been 
through many ups and downs. Don’t get too 
emotional because there will be a happy 
ending. I hope you enjoy my life story! 

 
It all started when I got put 
into this huge van. I was 
so confused. Then, they 
put us in a huge white and 
red building with magical 
doors that opened by 
themselves! I knew I was 
in for a very  wild ride. 
When they put us on these 
pearly white shelves, I had 
had enough.  

“We are animals! We are not for SALE!” 
I cried. This had to be animal cruelty! And 
nobody is listening to me!  

Once I cooled down, I started to take a 
look at that situation I was in. The store was 
white and red and when I stood up the huge 
letters in bold said, CVS. I thought it was going 
to be all good. HOWEVER, the tables turned. 

I thought I was going to meet my family. 
I thought it was going to be like a family 
reunion. Boy was I wrong. I waited… and 
waited… and waited….I realized that I may 
never see my family again, maybe. Until I 
realized something.  Maybe if I can make good 
friends, I thought, this won’t be so bad.  Boy I 
was wrong…again. 

I made the biggest mistake of my little, 
innocent sloth life and walked over to Brett the 
Lion, a big, bad lion. He was bigger, stronger, 

and badder than me. He had a black bulky 
leather jacket and dark sunglasses. He had 
two “sidekicks” with him and let me tell you, 
they were too stuck up in the clouds and they 
were full of pride. They called themselves The 
Bad Boys of the Savannah. (We call them “the 
big weirdos of la la land”). Now back to my 
story, I casually walk up to the troublesome 
trio.  

“Hey! Whats up guys! My name is 
Logan, yeah Logan. I just wanted to tell ya I’m 
kind and can't wait to meet new people and I 
wanted to introduce myself!” I lied. I wanted to 
impress Brett.  

“What do ya wan´ ya lil’ wimp?” Brett 
yelled at me. 

“Ya what do ya’ want!?” Brandon and 
Brady yelled just as loud at me in unison. 

Man I swear I don't think I wanna be 
their friends. Also I don’t think they wanna be 
my friend either. “But I have a fancy car and 
fancy clothes…” I replied, lying again. 

“Well, Logan , guess what? No one 
cares!” Brett exclaimed. However, deep down, 
I think Brett was starting to envy this new guy 
“Logan.” 

“Okay,” I said sadly and moped way. 
Little did I know that this was only the 
beginning. I think they’re too jealous of 
“Logan.” 

A Few Weeks Later… 
I was shoved to the ground and got the wind 
knocked out of me. They don’t like Logan.  

“What’s the matter? Cat caught your 
tongue?” Brett the Lion chuckled. 

“Yeah, yeah! Cat caught your tongue?” 
they repeated. 

“Hey, leave him alone!” Jacqueline the 
Jaguar shouted. 
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“OK gosh I was just going to ask what 
your name was because I need some 
friends because I’m lonely...” I whined. 
They I walked away. I just sat down and 

cried in my soft fuzzy hands. I can’t believe 
Brett bullied me like that. However Jackie did 
stick up for me. I wondered if she just felt bad 
for me or if she wanted me to feel better or if 
she wanted just to be my friend. Yes, I know 
that’s a bad idea considering she is my natural 
predator. I mean… you know what… Imma 
walk up to her and see how she really is 
because she doesn’t have any friends either. 
Wow, this friendship is going to be rocky! I’m a 
jaguar’s prey while a jaguar is a sloth’s 
predator. My parents always worried me by 
telling me to never meet a jaguar, just RUN. 
However, this jaguar seemed too nice to be a 
jaguar. I’m still going to keep my distance and 
stay arm’s length from Jacqueline though.  

When I woke up the next morning, a 
very pretty woman walked up to our shelf with 
my favorite snack! Guacamole ! 

“Aw, you look cute! I bet my students 
will love you.”  

“What did you just call me? And what 
are students?” I said. The name “students” 
sounds very, very, very weird. However, things 
got better… 

When I Got To The Lady’s House... 
The lady brought me to her house and the man 
in the house was cooking tacos. Also, there 
was guacamole on the table. I was going to eat 
some but they were right there so I didn’t eat 
any. It’s ok though, I was gonna get some after 
they left sooooo it was ok! Or was it…. 

Later That Night… 
Oh my tummy hurts. I had the whole tub of it. 
And I had that purple drink that tasted like 
sugary grapes. It was very tasty but it left me 

with a stomach ache and I kept on burping. I 
thought I was going to explode with all the gas! 
 

 
The End Of My Way Home 

As soon as I woke up the sun was shining. I 
was in my my owner’s bag and my head was 
poking out. Also I was on a bumpy lumpy train 
car. And I Ioved her socks oh my gosh it was 
meeeeee!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! (I didn’t know I was 
famous).  

I went to this not-big-but-not-small 
building. It was very loud and crowded and 
busy. My owner kept moving to different 
rooms, different faces coming in, and 
sometimes she would place me next to 
somebody. I figured that probably my owner is 
teaching students and that the reason why she 
was putting me next to random students is 
because they were hard-working and I was 
their “Thinking Buddy.” I really enjoyed it! 
 

Epilogue 
I figured out the lady’s name is Mrs. 

Hafferkamp and that she was a new part of my 
new family and so was her husband and the 
kids at Boston Collegiate Charter School. I also 
may or may not have made a new sloth lady 
friend that lives with one of the students, 
Alannah. This special sloth’s name was 
Avocada and she is the nicest sloth I have ever 
met (she is also the only sloth I’ve ever met but 
don’t tell her that!). 

I’ve also made many, many friends. 100 
friends to be exact, UConn, Wisconsin, Bates 
and AU. To further explain, there are 25 kiddos 
in each and every class! Or 26 I’m not sure I’ve 
got way too many friends. Also I wanted to tell 
you I have so many friends now and I'm so 
popular. Oops got to go and play with my 
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friends and have a happy, happy, happy day! 
Adios Amigos!!! 

 

Celebrating the Year of the Pig 
By Claire Amador and Kate Hagenbuch 

This year is the year of the pig according to the 
zodiac calendar. The zodiac calendar is a 
calendar that is based on solar terms. Solar 
terms are based on the sun’s position relevant 
to the constellations in the sky. Anyone born in 
1971, 1983, 1995, 2007, or this year was born 
in the year of the pig. Your character traits are 
supposedly calm, loyal, and social but also lazy 
and gullible. Lucky numbers for anyone born in 
the year of the pig are two, five, and eight. 
Your lucky colors are yellow, grey, brown, and 
gold. These characteristics and charms come 
from superstitions in ancient China. 
 

Here is one of the popular stories of how 
the pig became a zodiac sign: 
 
The Jade Emperor, the ruler of the earth and 
heavens, stated that the animals who won a 
contest on a set date, unknown to mortal 
beings, would be chosen as the zodiac 
animals. The pig knew that its weight was a 
disadvantage, so it walked slowly to pace itself, 
getting very little sleep in the process. The pig 
also encountered many problems on its way. It 
applied all its strength, all the while keeping 
calm, and dragged itself with all its might up to 
the Heavenly Southern Gate. The competition 
was complete and the pig and other domestic 
animals begged the Jade Emperor to be let 
into the ranks of the other zodiacs. Finally, the 
great god gave in, and in this way, the bull, the 
horse, the 

sheep, the dog, and finally, the pig, all became 
a zodiac sign. 
 

Crazy Teacher Facts! 

Did you know…Mr. Mariotti, aka Mr. 
M. who runs homework support and 
is an 8th grade paraprofessional, 
donated his kidney seven years ago 
to his cousin?  

Did you know...Mr. Bautista, the lower 
school Dean of Students, learned to 
drive a car from his dad when he was 
only 12?! 

Did you know…Ms. Downes, the 
reading specialist, had a really strong 
Boston accent until she was 5 and a 
moderately strong southern accent until 
she was 14? 

Did you know…Ms. Kimball, one of 
the 5th grade math teachers, once 
climbed Mount Kilimanjaro 

Did you know...Ms. Hafferkamp, one of 
the 5th grade ELA teachers and the 
editor of the newsletter, is allergic to 
metal? 
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